Class of 1973 Reflection
By Ken Kohlmaier

If a college graduate were asked today to look 40 years into their future it would seem like a lifetime.
Yet, in retrospect it goes by in a heartbeat. Trying to reflect upon a significant event 40 years ago causes
one to realize that with all the changes that occur in our lives, some things remain the same.

For example, today’s generation has just weathered two wars, the worst economic disaster since the
great depression and an immigration problem that pervades our social and economic fiber. We, on the
other hand, protested against racial injustice, tried to extricate ourselves from a war in Vietnam while
attempting to perceive our world in psychedelic ways that only Timothy Leary’s mind altering
experimental methods would have us “turn on, tune in, and drop out”.

It is interesting to note that before we would complete our freshman year it was finished for us by the
events surrounding the Kent State shootings. It was a very chilling and sobering event that caused many
of us to question our government as well as our own values. Whether competing against ourselves or
each other, we were always driven to succeed, striving to challenge the conventional wisdom in our
quest for knowledg



