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So, 509 young men arrived on this beautiful campus September 13, 1964. A large part of our three-day 
freshman orientation comprised the class's discussions with faculty of Joseph Heller's Catch-22, Paul 
Goodman's Growing Up Absurd, and Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man.  The theme?  Three reactions to 
American culture.   These readings and discussions jump-started our intellectual journeys.  With 
uncertainty and trepidation, we marched into the future.  And we--and this nation--grappled with issues 
of war and peace, race, and intellectual independence. 
 
"Like a rolling stone, with no direction home," we fought to develop ourselves and move into an 
unknown future.   And two great events that shook America and the world--Vietnam and the Civil Rights 


