F & M REUNION REFLECTIONS ~ Class of 1964

AS | SEE IT, A REFLECTION LOOKS BACK OVER A PERIOD OF TIME AND REFLECTS OR MUSES
OVER WHAT HAS BEEN, WHAT IS COMPLETED AND THEN PERHAPS REFLECTS ON WHAT MIGHT
HAVE BEEN, WHAT COULD WE HAVE DONE DIFFERENTLY. FREQUENTLY THE “WHAT IFS” ARE
MORE NEGATIVE IN NATURE AND REFLECT ON UNFULLFILLED PLANS, OR PLANS THAT WENT
ASTRAY. | WAS TOLD THAT THE BASIS OF BUDHISM IS TO LIVE IN THE PRESENT AND NOW. THE
PAST IS OVER AND CANNOT BE CHANGED AND MUCH OF THE FUTURE CANNOT BE
ANTICIPATED, SO DEVOTE YOUR ENERGIES TO THE NOW AND PRESENT. ANOTHER WAY OF
PUTTING IT CAME FROM AN OLD FRIEND RESPONDING TO MY FEIGNED DISMAY AT THE PRICE
OF A DAILY SKI LIFT TICKET. SHE SAID TO ME “HEY POWERS, PAY FOR THE TICKET AND ENJOY

THE DAY, THIS AIN'T A DRESS REHEARSAL YOU ARE IN”. GOOD ADVICE. LIVE IN THE NOW!

WE STARTED OUR TIME AT F & M WITH A STRONG CLASS OF 402 YOUNG ENTHUSIASTIC
STUDENTS. FOR MOST OF US IT WAS THE FIRST TIME AWAY FROM HOME AND FAMILY. WE
LOCATED OUR ROOM AND MET OUR ASSIGNED ROOMATES. AS AN ASIDE MY FIRST CHORE
WAS TO LEARN HOW DO USE A DIAL PHONE. IN OUR TOWN IN VERMONT WE STILL HAD
OPERATORS WHO SAID “NUMBER PLEASE”. OVER THE COURSE OF 4 YEARS 161 OF OUR
FELLOW STUDENTS WITHDREW LEAVING OUR ORIGINAL CLASS WITH 241. ANOTHER 38 WERE
ADDED DURING THE YEARS LEAVING OUR GRADUATING CLASS AT 279. LIFE LONG FRIENDSHIPS
WERE FORMED. WE ALL CHOSE A COURSE OF STUDY FOR A MAJOR, MANY WITH FUTURE
CAREERS IN MIND, AND AT THE SAME TIME RECEIVED THAT BROAD PHILISOPHICAL MAINSTAY

OF COLLEGE, “A LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION”. AT THE SAME TIME, WE LEARNED HOW TO



CONDUCT RESEARCH ON MULITPLE LEVELS OF DICIPLINES AND OUR VARIOUS EXPERIENCES
DURING THE FOUR YEARS HELP TO PREPARE US TO TAKE OUR PLACE IN SOCIETY. WE JOINED
FRATERNITIES AND CLUBS, WE RAN A NEWSPAPER AND A RADIO STATION, WE INTEREACTED
WITH THE ADMINISTRATION ON VARIOUS LEVELS WITH VARYING DEGREES OF SUCCESS. WE
LEARNED HOW TO CONDUCT ORDERLY PROTESTS FOR PERCEIVED INJUSTICES AND A FEW
TIMES RESORTED TO PHYSICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. THE PROTEST TREE BECAME A CENTRAL

LOCATION FOR POSTING NOTICES.

WE WENT ONTO CAREERS THAT COVERED THE GAMUT FROM POLITICS TO INDUSTRY, FROM

EDUCATION TO FINANCIAL PF2W19F



THE INTERNET AND COMPUTERS AND LAPTOPS AND THE IPAD AND IPHONES AND SOCIAL



